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’Environment can benefit from crisis’ 
’Turkey still needs to deal with many environmental challenges. Pollution from agriculture is still a major problem and there are subsidies which encourage polluting activities [especially in agriculture and energy fields],’ says Angel Gurria, OECD’s secretary general


The global financial crisis should not be an excuse for Turkey to fail in meeting long term environmental targets and reverse the notable work that had been done, said Angel Gurria, secretary general of the OECD. 


"The crisis will perhaps last 18 months but the environmental problems and climate change will affect humanity for even longer. The crisis actually offers good opportunities." 


"Environmental problems and climate change are major challenges faced by humanity. But the financial crisis should not be a destructive factor," Gurria said. 


Gurria was one participants alongside Environment Minister Veysel Eroğlu in a press conference yesterday promoting the OECD’s 2008 report, Environmental Performance Review of Turkey. The report is the OECD’s second environmental assessment report on Turkey after its first report in 1999 and analyzes Turkey’s environmental performance in the fields of air, water, nature and biodiversity management, sustainable development as well as the integration of Turkey’s environmental policies to social and economical policies. 


Gurria said Turkey has made significant progress on environmental issues since 1999 and was one of the fastest growing economies among the OECD countries. It was the world leader in fighting soil erosion, increasing its forestry areas to 27.2 percent. Turkey also was increasingly adopting its environmental legislation to that of the European Union. 


Pollution and road-oriented transport a problem 

"However, Turkey still needs to deal with many environmental challenges. Pollution from agriculture is still a major problem and there are subsidies which encourage polluting activities [especially in the field of agriculture and energy]," he said, and added, Turkey should consider environmental factors in energy and transportation sectors. 
 

The initiatives should include more environmentally friendly projects in the Southeast Anatolia Project, or GAP, and Turkey should adopt more comprehensive legislation on water. 

"Turkey should take measures on climate change. Despite work that has been done, Turkey’s rich biodiversity is under threat. Therefore, we propose Turkey increase its protected areas to 10 percent of its overall size by 2010," he said.  


The OECD report similarly encouraged Turkey to intensify its efforts in the management of its air, water and natural assets and the development of environmental infrastructure. 

The report said Turkey was experienced increasing environmental pressure from the energy, industry, agriculture, transport and tourism industries, resulting in environmental challenges concerning air quality, water services and resources, waste management, soil erosion, nature protection and marine issues.  


Pollution needed to be reduced, the transportation system should be shifted from land to other modes of transport, including railways, pollution from agricultural should be reduced, forestation efforts should continue and the inventory of endangered species should be completed, the report said.
Leaders of EU-wide stimulus plan, agreement on climate change
European leaders pushed on Friday to finalize a 200-billion-euro ($264 billion) economic stimulus pact and a climate change plan amended to ease its impact on industry and poorer EU states.

After securing an agreement in the morning for Ireland to submit a stalled EU reform treaty to a second referendum next year, the 27 leaders were hoping to reach more common ground on the global economic and environmental crises.

Copies of a draft agreement obtained by AFP showed the leaders should commit themselves at the summits conclusion to warding off the threat of a "recessionary spiral" with a stimulus package worth 200 billion euros ($264 billion) and a trimmed version of an ambitious climate package.

"In these exceptional circumstances, Europe will act in a united, strong, rapid and decisive manner to avoid a recessionary spiral and sustain economic activity and employment," the draft conclusion said.

"It will mobilize all the instruments available to it and act in a concerted manner to maximize the effect of the measures taken by the Union and by each member state."

Under the stimulus plan, member countries would pump on average the equivalent of 1.5 percent of gross domestic product (GDP) into their economies in order to temper the impact of a global recession.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has argued against large cash injections, especially purchase tax cuts, warning that billowing budgetary deficits can only burden future generations.

Concessions on Climate
European Union leaders agreed at a summit on Friday to a deal on tackling climate change, an EU official said.

"There is an agreement on climate change," the official told Reuters.

Nine Eastern European countries were seen as the final main blockage to agreeing a package of measures aimed at fighing global warming but which will ramp up costs for their highly polluting coal-fired power sectors.

The draft text had committed the bloc to cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 20 percent by 2020, despite concessions. According to the text, poorer east European nations would be offered two tiers of funding worth billions of euros to win their support for measures to tackle climate change that will ramp up costs for their highly-polluting power sectors.

Officials attending the talks said French President Nicolas Sarkozy, the summits host, was trying to head off opposition to the climate deal from countries worried about its impact on the economy.

The draft text said an agreement on the energy-climate package would be "a major contribution to safeguard the future of the planet, strengthening the European leading role in the fight against climate change".
However, diplomats say the final shape of the climate package was still uncertain, and ecology groups fear it could emerge from the talks in a much watered-down form.

"This is a flagship EU policy with no captain, a mutinous crew and several gaping holes in it," said Sanjeev Kumar of environment pressure group WWF.
Irish Deal on Lisbon Approved

EU leaders agreed on Friday on assurances to Ireland to pave the way for a second referendum there by November next year on the Lisbon Treaty of EU reforms rejected by its voters in June, diplomats said.

"Lisbon is adopted," one EU diplomat said. The deal was confirmed separately by two other diplomats at the meeting of EU leaders in Brussels.

Europe clinches climate change deal
Europe secured the world's widest agreement to battle climate change on Friday after paying east European states to accept changes that will punish their heavily polluting power sectors and ramp up electricity prices.

The historic deal to cut carbon dioxide by a fifth by 2020 was secured despite an economic crisis by allowing a myriad of exemptions for industry, sparking criticism from environmental groups.

"This is a flagship EU policy with no captain, a mutinous crew and several gaping holes in it," said Sanjeev Kumar of environment pressure group WWF.

However French President Nicolas Sarkozy rejected that view, saying: "This is quite historic."

"You will not find another continent in this world that has given itself such binding rules as we have just adopted," he added.

The agreement came after a year-long battle dominated by a struggle between eastern and western Europe over the costs. The nine east European nations were seen as the final blockage to agreeing a package of measures aimed at tackling climate change but which will ramp up costs for their highly polluting coal-fired power sectors.

Reward

Two swathes of funding will be distributed to them taken from around 12 percent of revenues from the EU's flagship emissions trading scheme, or ETS, which makes industry buy permits to pollute.

The money is partly framed as a reward for the massive drop in emissions they experienced when their industry collapsed in the wake of USSR. Their power sectors were also partially exempted from paying for emissions permits from the ETS on a sliding scale starting with paying for 30 percent of emissions in 2013, rising to 100 percent in 2020. Hungary had battled to the end of negotiations for more money, while Italy fought to protect its glass, ceramics, paper and cast iron industries, and eventually dropped a threat to block the deal.
EU to open two more chapters in Turkey's accession negotiations

The European Union will open the chapters of "free movement of capital" and "information society and media" in Turkey's accessions negotiations with the bloc, ANKA news agency reported on Tuesday.

The 27-member bloc will officially open the chapters in Friday's intergovernmental conference in Brussels, which will be attended by Turkish Foreign Minister Ali Babacan. 

The EU has regularly opened only two chapters in Turkey's accession negotiations in each presidency term. France hands the presidency to Czech Republic at the end of December.

Some countries, Greek Cypriots in particular, blocked France's efforts to open the "energy" chapter, sources also told ANKA. The opening of the negotiation on the "energy" chapter is seen as important since the EU sees Turkey as a key partner in its efforts to diversify energy supply routes.

The two new chapters will bring the total number of chapters opened to 10 out of the 35, with only one successfully closed.

Eight chapters in the negotiations were suspended due to Turkey's refusal to open its ports to Greek Cypriot vessels before the EU eases its isolation on the Turkish community on the island.
Managing Istanbul’s growing waste
In a 2007 report on Turkey’s progress in applying the body of laws required by the European Union of all its members and prospective new members like Turkey, it singles out this country’s progress in instituting new waste management services.

The 2007 report describes the country's waste management services as being the change in which Turkey has advanced the most. The idea of garbage bins and bags however is still a new concept.

One complaint that has been leveled at Istanbul concerns the difficulty of keeping garbage off the streets. It used to be worse, much worse than it is today but it doesn’t stem from laziness or even an "I don’t care" attitude. For centuries in the Ottoman Empire, streets and spaces outside houses were considered the property of the sultan. Just as he was responsible for paving and cleaning the streets so it was the homeowner’s task to keep one’s house spotlessly clean.

Now it is the turn of the local municipality but the mentality hasn’t changed although technically the government is run by the people. The idea of garbage bins is a really new concept and so is the idea of using garbage bags. Even the idea that garbage will be collected at specific times is new and that fines will be applied if those hours aren’t kept.

Actually it takes time for a new idea to get through to the point where people will change their habits to comply. Several years ago the local municipality parked a couple of bins in one open space on a side road that people frequently walked along to go to and from work or shopping. Even the kapicis (janitors) learned to take the garbage to the bin but it took two or three years for everyone to accept it. Then people living near it got an order against leaving garbage there because of the smell so the bins were removed and the street returned to square one.

Where is Turkey?

The year was 1953 when dumping garbage into the sea around Istanbul was finally banned. But you can ban something in Turkey and still find that it’s going on. Even as late as the 1980s, municipalities were dumping garbage into the Bosphorus and if the municipality wasn’t, then seaside restaurants and homes were.

It wasn’t unusual to see everything from dead cows to watermelon rinds come floating by your yali, that can be described as beachfront villas, or boat. Makeshift dumps were set up at a number of locations around the city; however, they were soon overtaken by Istanbul’s population explosion due to migration from the east and southeast of the country. With everything being thrown into these dumps, fires, rodents, bugs, disease and even methane explosions were the results.

The shanty towns grew up near and on these garbage dumps and their inhabitants, children who should have been in school included, sought to earn a few kuruş with anything they might find that could be sold. Well, this continued until a violent methane explosion in Ümraniye in 1993 killed 37 people. Then thoughts turned to better and more proper dumps.

The Istanbul Environmental and Waste Processing Corporation (ISTAC A.S.) was established in 1994 in order to collect waste from the land incorporated within Istanbul. It was also to be responsible for garbage transfer stations, dump sites, composting and recycling facilities and medical garbage collection. There are six sites with most operating below planned capacity and seven transfer facilities. Later the task of foresting the city was added to its duties.

If you ask where Turkey is in the process of protecting the environment, you would have to say that you really don’t know. Every year EU countries throw away 40 million tons of waste or 3.5 tons of waste for every man, woman and child. This does not include 700 million tons of agricultural waste. Between 1990 and 2020, the OECD estimates that the amount of waste to be disposed of will have grown by 65 percent. Although Turkey is a member of the OECD, that organization’s 2008 statistics for waste management in Turkey were last updated in 2005.

Landfill used to dispose of waste three years ago

At that time, the total amount of waste throughout Turkey was over 31 million tons attributable to the country’s municipalities. There are no entries for recycling, incineration with energy recovery and incineration in general while 96 percent was disposed of by landfill.

In 2007 the OECD produced a guidance manual concerning what it defines as a "scheme for ensuring that wastes and scrap materials are managed in a manner that will save natural resources, andprotect human health and the environment against adverse effects that may result from such wastes and materials". The intent of its 11 recommendations is to provide voluntary guidelines to countries that had not yet adopted mandatory rules for the collection of waste.

In 2008, the OECD also started to look into what it calls Sustainable Materials Management. This purports to be an integrated approach that "addresses the management in a cost-effective manner, of materials throughout their life-cycle. It also ensures that the negative impacts from material use and consumption are not relegated to the end of the material’s chain." However this appears to be promising but a long way from being deliverable.

In a 2007 report on Turkey’s progress in applying the acquis (body of laws) required by the European Union of all its members and prospective new members like Turkey it singled out this country’s progress in instituting new waste management services and described them as being the area in which Turkey has advanced the most.
Waves change in south
As the construction of the reservoir and the hydroelectric dam on the Dalaman River are soon to be completed, the face of the area will be changed forever. It will prevent flooding as well as the electric production, while it may effect the environment in a negative way.

In the mountains behind Lake Köyceğiz there is a valley that is about to change forever. The Dalaman Reservoir and its hydroelectric dam are nearly complete. Built to a height of 112.50m above the river, next year it will begin to fill with water from the powerful, fast flowing Dalaman River and sometime in 2009 will begin to produce environmentally sustainable electricity for the Muğla province.

Already trees have been felled to make way for the water. The bare hillsides show just how deep the level of water will be. When it is full it will be up to 200m deep. The panorama of flowers and trees with their autumn colors, maybe for the last time, will give way to a lake, 24km in length and covering an area of 8.92 square kilometres, it will be the sixth largest in Turkey.

The hydroelectric system, built using latest technology, will consist of two generators each capable of producing 57.5 Megawatts. One will run continuously, while the other will be brought in to boost the national grid when required. The plant is expected to produce at least 343.5.Gigawatt hours annually.

Situated 24km east of Köyceğiz, near the village of Bayobası, it will provide both electricity and irrigation for the area. Project plans were passed despite the area being in a first degree earthquake zone but feasibility studies suggest that local inhabitants living downstream need not be concerned as the dam, having been built to the highest standards, will not be at risk.

Controlling the powerful river should also prevent flooding, which has in the past caused problems in the estuary in town of Dalyan. Hopefully, this can be achieved without detrimentally changing the famous reed beds and their indigenous wild life.

Impressive architecture

One hamlet has been relocated as a result of the construction. The inhabitants were given the option of being rehoused in nearby towns but instead chose financial compensation. The ruins of the houses can clearly be seen from the road that runs along the river. The ancient Akköprü, an antique bridge - there seems to be some confusion as to its age, some say Roman others Selçuk - will succumb to the rising water level.

The structure of the dam is the essence of 21st Century technology. Furthermore, it is architecturally impressive; built on a scale that dwarfs everything around it - apart from the mountains. However, there is always a downside to building on such a scale and the environmental impact that caused the local villagers to move will also affect the Dalaman River up stream from the dam and reservoir.

Popular with white water rafters and canoeists, the river will be changed forever. Within two years the area where adventurers plunged down rapids will be flooded. Furthermore, there are plans to build more dams and reservoirs further up stream. The white water rafters will only have their memories.

Hakan Özvardar has been operating a rafting company in the area for many years. ’Turkey has some amazing rivers, up to 30,000 visitors annually experience the thrill of rafting and canoing. The Dalaman River has been very popular for tourists and enthusiasts from Bodrum down to Kalkan. As many as 5000 people encounter the buzz of rafting every season. Sadly, the changes will deny them this opportunity in the future.’ It is hoped the authorities in Muğla will show initiative and imagination to use this extraordinary structure as a resource for sailing enthusiasts, canoeists, windsurfers and fishermen, or just as a place to relax; very different, perhaps from adrenaline pumping rafting but nonetheless exciting.
Turkey to become a leader in wind energy
Turkey is preparing to play its part in providing alternative energy supplies. As the country begins to involve itself in wind energy investments, it has also decided to produce inland wind turbines, reported the Anatolia News Agency.

Model Enerji, which was founded during the first half of 2008 by a team of veterans from Turkey's energy sector, was the first company founded in Turkey to manufacture megawatt-class wind turbines. Istanbul-based Model Enerji plans to manufacture the 1.65-megawatt turbines, which utilize a doubly fed induction generator drive train, at a factory to be established in Ankara’s industrial zone. The investing company has purchased 38,000 square meters of land, said Nurettin Özdebir, chairman of the Ankara Chamber of Industry, or ASO.

"We aim to be a leader in the sector by designing the most suitable turbines for various regions based on their local wind exposures. We one day hope to place ourselves among world-renowned wind energy brands," said Güç İçelli, company partner and deputy director.

Collaboration

In collaboration with two key Turkish partners - Pars Makina Ltd., a developer and manufacturer of turbo and rotary heat engines, and SNC Kalite Ltd., an expert in quality assurance systems and integrated logistic systems - Model Enerji, plans to have its first prototype installed and commissioned by mid-2009 and to begin producing the turbines by the end of 2009. Model Enerji had signed a contract with American Superconductor Corporation, or AMSC, in early August that gave the company exclusive rights to manufacture, sell, install, operate and maintain AMSC’s WT1650 in Turkey and non-exclusive rights for the surrounding Mediterranean and Eastern European countries.

Model Enerji will benefit from the know-how and the expertise provided by Windtech, a subsidiary of AMS, one of the global leaders in the renewable energy sector, said İçelli.

The turbines Model Enerji will produce have Germanischer Lloyd international certificates. "We will benefit from local suppliers in production. We aim for our products to be 70 percent domestic for the next three years. After five years we aim to be producing 100 percent of local products," he said. "We believe that this move will help Turkey to lower its dependence on foreign countries for energy."

Wind turbines cost approximately 1 million to 1.2 million euros per unit on the global markets. But, the turbines produced locally in Turkey will have a lower price tag, said İçelli.

Cost

"The transfer of turbine parts produced in various factories scattered all over the world to the manufacturer’s factory costs a lot of money. Production costs, as well as labor costs outside of Turkey, are much higher. Transporting the finished product and placing it in the field also costs money, as well as the service and maintenance activities.

"An international company establishing a wind turbine farm would need to hire 30 to 40 workers. An engineer costs at least 800 euros per day, and nothing is established in a day. The whole process takes months. Adding everything together, this would all require a serious amount of money."

This wind turbine production investment is worth 30 million euros, said İçelli, adding that the company’s plans are based on producing 100 turbines a year. "We plan to see the first domestic turbines at work by October of next year."
It’s going to be a ’coal-ed’ winter
Municipalities and governors’ offices line up to distribute free coal to the needy while many argue that this cannot be considered a good deed because the free coal is low quality and causes pollution that will carry a hefty health bill in the long run. While stove sellers are happy with the boost in business, most coal sellers say they are in dire straits

Low quality coal distributed by municipalities and governors is creating serious air pollution in Turkey’s large cities and hurting both the natural gas and coal market, experts say.

Since the early 1990s, Turkey has invested heavily in its natural gas network and nearly eliminated the endemic pollution in cities like Istanbul and Ankara. The huge increases in natural gas and electricity prices, however, coupled with the distribution of free coal, is pushing urban preference toward coal for heating in the cold winter months.

Distribution of free coal, seen by many as a cheap election ploy by municipalities, has already brought a black haze to Istanbul’s skyline and the odor of coal to the air. Furthermore, the free coal is low in quality and causes much more pollution while producing less heat than average coal, according to experts.

Customer Associations Federation, or TÜDEF, President Ali Çetin said the excessive increase in gas prices and the free coal were causing significant pollution in cities, noting that according to tests, in certain parts of Ankara, nitrogen monoxide and nitrogen dioxide levels were eight times the accepted level.

"In Ulus, It is eight to 10 times the accepted levels. In Sıhhiye, it is double the accepted level while in Bahçelievler is four to five times the level," he said.

In Istanbul, around E5 highway and in Barbaros neighborhood there is a high level of pollution, said Çetin, suggesting a state subsidy for natural gas rather than the free distribution of coal. "If things remain the way they are, people will find it hard to breathe when the coal really kicks in," warned Çetin.

Sulphur levels in high quality coal is around 0.5 percent, said Professor Semra Tuncel from the Middle East Technical University in Ankara, but added that tests showed the sulfur concentration in the free coal is up to 2.5 percent. The upper limit for sulfur content is 1 percent.

"This means we are all being poisoned. Especially those with asthma, people with a heart condition, children and the elderly face huge risk. The public will pay a very high price for free coal. They are committing a huge mistake just to get a few votes," she said.

Istanbul Deputy Governor Mustafa Altıntaş said the coal they distributed had a quality guarantee, noting that the coal came from the state-owned Turkish Coal Companies Directorate.

"The coal we distribute has passed inspection. Moreover, we have not received any complaints," he said.

Those who live in Yenisahra and Barbaros neighborhoods on the Asian side are receiving significant aid in free coal, according to reports.

Even though both neighborhoods are linked to the natural gas network, a strong stench of coal can be smelled when one enters the region.

The argument made by the locals is simple: "Why should we use expensive gas when there is free coal?"

The owner of a local supermarket, Osman Öztürk, said those who live in the back streets do not get any coal even though they were the ones in need of the aid. "Some can’t even find coal and burn tires, wood and even garbage. Many who can afford gas don’t use it because of free coal," he said.

One of those who could not find free coal, Naciye, who did not give her surname, said she decided to sacrifice her foldout bed to get warm.

Free coal deliveries increase air pollution in Antalya

While some say the free coal is an attempt at electioneering for the local elections in March or just plain political showing off, some others say the free coal relieves the burden on the people who slog to have a balance between their income and expenditure due to the fluctuations in the economic and political atmosphere in Turkey.

"Antalya Municipality has proven its social municipal work with the coal deliveries, which is of great importance for a great number of Antalya residents in financial difficulty. Those, who criticize the municipality for this application, should put themselves in our shoes," said Ayten Gündoğan, who is living in Barınaklar district in Antalya.

While the quality of the free coal is disputed, the air pollution in Antalya is dramatically increasing, say authorities. Unless certain precautions are taken immediately, the city faces the danger of losing its popularity as a tourism hotspot, and attempts to attract tourists year-round will need to be abandoned.

"The air pollution in Antalya has reached serious levels over the last few years. Let alone going on walk, we cannot even breathe outside after 5 p.m. when the temperature falls and people light their heating stoves," Fatih Karabayır, owner of a local PVC plant, told the Hürriyet Daily News & Economic Review.

"Moreover, the coal is low quality, which makes the things worse. The municipalities should not sacrifice this beautiful city for their political purposes. I have been living here for 40 years, and am really sorry for the future of Antalya", Karabayır said.

"There is a long queue of people in front of the neighborhood chief’s office (mukhtar). They wait there for hours to get free coal. This is not humane", said Ali Ergene, retired map engineer.
Şişli’s waste management program
So how does Şişli Mayor Mustafa Sarigul plan to institute the waste management program he recently announced? He has promised time and again since his election in 1999 to make Sisli a wonderful place to live and/or shop. So introducing an integrated waste management project in Şişli easily fits in with the mayor’s goals. He expects the successful implementation of the project will serve as an example for other cities in Turkey.

This is an 18-month long project that first began this past August. It is financed by the European Union as part of efforts to increase the dialogue between Turkey and the EU. The EU Secretariat General is responsible for its being set in operation. The project started with a two-day meeting that was hosted by Şişli and included representatives from the municipalities of Hanover in Germany and Kumburgaz and Durusu in Istanbul. It gave participants a chance to get to know each other better and to discuss the project. The second day the group visited the two towns and was given a better idea of the region.

The project is directed at the personnel of the partner municipalities as part of the Europe Approach Project. The Şişli meeting was the first for the people participating. Included in the educational process were people in the Şişli municipal government who work in the 20-story central municipal building.

This education consisted of a brief introduction and a film. The key person is the one on every floor who gathers and separates the waste. These people are also surveyed to ascertain how much they have learned. These results are then posted on the project web site. It is after all a place to start.

In 2005, Şişli opened a EU Center that every week provides interested people with what has happened in Brussels that affects Turkey. The waste product project is being run through the Center. The idea is for the two cities, Hanover in Germany and Istanbul (Şişli) to work together.

The project is to protect the local environment by separating recyclable items; to reduce to the lowest level possible the negative impact of people and companies on the environment; to encourage people to get involved in the decision-making processes; and to increase the information available among the public.

Among the target audiences during the length of this project - it runs until November 2009 - beginning with two primary schools and meetings at Istanbul Technical University and continuing similar meetings at different schools.

You have to start somewhere and that is what the Sisli municipality is doing. Education, education, education.
Turkey sets for big switchoff
The Turkey branch of the WWF prepares for the third edition of ’Earth Hour,’ a sixty-minute protest to raise awareness of global warming, which will be simply based on switching off the lights. The act will take place on March 28, 8:00 p.m. local time

Turkey is readying to turn off the lights along with the rest of the world as it partakes in the third installment of "Earth Hour." A billion people will attend the "lights out" event to draw attention to global warming. Saturday, March 28, 2009, at 8:30 p.m. local time, lights in 74 cities in 62 countries will be turned off for Earth Hour, organized by the World Wildlife Fund, or WWF.

The annual act started last year in the Australian city of Sydney to raise awareness of climate change and extended its reach globally, with 74 participating cites, including Moscow, Los Angeles, London, Hong Kong, Sydney, Rome, Oslo, Cape Town, Lisbon, Singapore, Toronto, Dubai and Copenhagen, with Istanbul confirmed to join the event in 2009.

It was announced that at 8.30 p.m. March 28, 2009 the lights will be turned off in many famous buildings, such as the CN Tower of Toronto, the Sydney Opera House, Quirinal Palace, the presidential residence in Rome and the tallest hotel building in the world, the Burj Dubai.

Turkey's branch of WWF released a written statement, which stated Earth Hour is to be a huge and important message for the world leaders, who are going to gather for the Climate Change Council in Copenhagen in December 2009.

Speaking in Bodrum, Dr. Filiz Demirayak, general director for WWF in Turkey, said 2009 was going to be a year when important decisions about the earth are made. Demirayak said in 2008, 50 million people worldwide attended the event and the 2009 gatherings, with the expected attendance of a billion people, are important to remind the Climate Change Council that the world is expecting solutions taken to prevent global warming.

"We are expecting support from mayors, public institutions, civil society organizations, the private sector and individuals to carryout the act in many cities, such as Istanbul, Izmir, Eskişehir and Antalya to join the demand for a solution to the climate change problem." Demirayak said, adding that they will be proud to announce decisions on change to the public through the Web site www.earthhour.com. "It is time to act; to be the change itself we want to make," Demirayak said.

The Earth Hour event, based on turning lights off for one hour on a designated day in March, has being organized for two years now. The act, to point out the change that can be made to global climate change with a simple act, turned out to be a loud, unified voice. The act has a global message: Simply by turning unnecessary lights off, it is possible to reduce carbon emissions and do something about climate change. Last year, from mayors to presidents, individuals to corporations, 50 million people took part in the event.

The campaign in Turkey received support from 40 large corporations and also from civil society organizations and individuals. Those heeding the call sent their messages to the world from Turkey.
Sea turtles in safe hands after adoption campaign

Thousands of sea turtles will feel the help of their 'families,' who they will never meet, through the efforts of the World Wildlife Fund and the Ministry of Forestry. Volunteers can participate to the project and adopt an endangered sea turtle by donating just YTL 10.

Thousands of sea turtles have been adopted, but they will never get to see their adoptive families.

In a campaign "Adopt a sea turtle," which started two years ago by the World Wildlife Fund, or WWF, and the Adana Directorate of Forestry District, 3,000 of 24,000 sea turtles hatched this year were adopted.

Adopters, who will never et to see the turtles, have paid YTL 10 to help the WWF protect the turtles. The campaign is aiming for 2,000 more adopters this year, to reach a total number of 5,000.

The sea turtles, or green turtles, which rarely go ashore, are vital for balance in marine life.

Nests in 556 spots

The green turtles (chelonia mydas), nest in sand dunes on the shore of the Akyatan Lagoon in the Karataş district of Adana and have nested in 556 locations on the 22-kilometer beach this year.

Ayşe Oruç, project manager for the Turkey branch of the World Wildlife Fund, said they started this campaign in 2006 to support work to protect the endangered species of green turtles and to raise attention to the issue.

Oruç said it was very important to improve the species’ natural habitat by contributing YTL 10 for each turtle. The campaign aims to have 5,000 turtles adopted by the end of the year, Oruç said, and invited nature lovers to adopt a sea turtle for themselves or for loved ones.

40 scientists involved

"Everyone who is willing to can apply on our Web site, www.wwf.org.tr, to adopt as many green turtles as they want," the project manager added.

To protect nests and conduct scientific research, 40 people from the universities of Çukurova in Adana, Adnan Menderes inAydın, Ege in İzmir, İstanbul, Ankara and Hacettepe in Ankara have worked this year, 31 were volunteers.

Teams from the Ministry of Forestry lso supported work in the area. The United Nations Development Program, or UNDP, the Global Environment Facility, or GEF, and Garanti Bank are among other supporters of the work that has included the marking of 25 adult, female, green turtles at Akyatan by project teams.

"Field teams are transferring data received by the project and about protection generally to target audiences. Fieldwork starts every year July 1 and continues until Sept. 15. Within the scope of the project, data on the nests, hatches without nests and each nest’s distance to the sea are being recorded," said Oruç.

Oruç said female sea turtles were being marked and transmitters were being planted on some of them. With the transmitters, the green turtles were being followed throughout the year to discover what they did and where they were spent the winter.

Endangered species

Green turtles are the only herbivore sea turtles of their kind listed as an endangered species in Turkey and in the world. The green turtle is on the red list of the International Union for Conservation of Nature, or IUCN, which lists species under threat.

Pollution hits Mersin

The southern city of Mersin, taking steps toward being a tourism city, is currently facing environmental pollution problems. The Coastal Road Culture Park, which is located along the Adnan Menderes Boulevard, is in danger as dumpsters have been damaged and the cleanup of waste is not well managed.

There are also shattered sculptures in the park making it look rundown and residents have complained about difficulty finding recreational grounds and walking paths to use. These problems have damaged Mersin’s domestic and international tourism potential."The city of Mersin deserves the Coastal Road Culture Park to be as beautiful as it can be. The residents of Mersin really need this park," said Nuri Özdemir, chairman of the Mersin Metropolitan Municipality Environment Commission.

Call to residents

"We conduct regular maintenance, repair, security and renewal work in the park, which I describe as ’wonderful’ in terms of its physical condition. The park does, however, have a poor appearance from time to time." Özdemir said cleaning team worked 24 hours a day in the park, but they could not get the respect from visitors who throw their garbage into the sea or on walking paths. "Some even steal the taps and light bulbs. We try to stop this with a team of 300 people and 16 motorized teams," he said.











