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Climate plan concern as EU meets
Green groups are fearful that a summit opening in Brussels will see attempts to dilute the EU's climate and energy package because of the economic crisis. 

Multi-billion-euro bank rescue schemes are due to dominate the two-day meeting of EU leaders but they will also discuss the climate change package. 

The EU's environment commissioner has told the BBC that the target of a 20% cut in emissions by 2020 still stands. 

But states may be able to trade away part of their emission cut obligations. 

Stavros Dimas has said that governments should be able to achieve more than half of their target carbon cuts by paying developing countries to invest in clean energy projects on their behalf. 

The commission originally said that not more than a third of Europe's emissions targets should be traded away in this fashion. 

But in an interview with BBC News Mr Dimas said: "If we put together the sectors covered by the emissions trading system and those sectors like transport, agriculture, waste, households, we have 50% - perhaps a bit more than 50% - of the effort that could be done abroad." 

A British government source reacted angrily to the suggestion, saying that it would undermine Europe's credibility on climate change. 

Mr Dimas's proposal will also be resisted by the European Parliament. 

They will point to a Commission declaration in January that said: "The (35% trading) limits are in place to ensure that the package triggers investment in cleaner technologies and renewables. 

"Higher limits might mean that targets could be missed, with Europe straying from the path towards a low-carbon economy. They should also ensure that Europe has greater leverage in international negotiations." 

Challenging times 

Mr Dimas's proposed change is a sign that the EU climate and energy package is facing severe challenges because of the current financial crisis. 

Germany, for instance, is insisting that its exporting industries, such as cars, should be shielded from international competition. 

Mr Dimas says he is considering plans to delay the imposition of carbon permits on some energy-intensive sectors, or to give free allowances to car firms. 

He says there is no point forcing jobs to migrate to countries where carbon regimes are more lax. 

Environmentalists agree in principle, but fear the result will be an erosion of Europe's climate ambitions. 

"The world desperately needs leadership from the EU, in order to ensure that a strong global deal to combat climate change is brokered in Copenhagen next year," said Kirsty Clough, WWF-UK's climate change policy officer. 

"We cannot avoid our responsibility for delivering emission reductions at home, nor can we allow the EU to backtrack on the European Parliament's recent call for half of the revenues from auctioning pollution permits to be given to developing countries. 

"By trying to shirk our responsibility to tackle climate change at home, these proposals demonstrate how dangerously close we are to becoming 'offset Europe'." 

The Polish government has been threatening a revolt over the EU's scheme to force power firms to buy pollution permits at auction. 

Poland fears this will increase energy prices and increase its dependency on Russian gas. 

On Tuesday, Polish Environment Minister Maciej Nowicki said his country wanted changes in the climate package because of the cost. 

"Poland does not fear reducing emissions by 20% by 2020 but the way of achieving this is at present is not acceptable [to us]," he told reporters. 

A very senior member of the Commission told BBC News six months ago he wanted nation states to use all the proceeds from auctioning - tens of billions of euros a year - to create the transition to a low-carbon economy in Europe. 

But this proposal was resisted by member states and Mr Dimas's current message to the Polish government is much more seductive: you can keep all the proceeds from carbon auctioning for government revenue and use it for whatever you want. 

He said the Commission would still like to see at least 20% of the funds earmarked for green causes but pointed out: "It's not mandatory so there remains some room for the member states not to use the funds for what we would consider to be good causes like promoting carbon capture and sources or energy efficiency or renewable energy." 
Ankara hosts nuclear science conference
A nuclear science conference has brought together delegates from Turkish speaking countries. Meeting in Ankara, the purpose of the conference is to review civilian uses of nuclear energy. 

  Entitled, The Fifth Conference on Nuclear Science and Its Application, the meeting was opened by Turkey's Energy and Natural Resources minister, Hilmi Güler. 

  "This conference brings together representatives from the Turkish speaking, friendly and sister countries of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkey to discuss the use of nuclear energy for civilian purposes," Güler said during the opening ceremony. 

  Güler added that if those countries chose to act in unison, they would contribute to the stability and peace of the world. 

  The conference attracted some 150 scientists from Turkey, along with 70 from the Central Asian countries. Participants will exchange views on wide ranging issues, including nuclear science, accelerating applications, theoretical nuclear physics, radiation physics, prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weapons, prevention of illegal trafficking of nuclear and radioactive substances, as well as other concerns to scientists. 

Port plans stir resort town
Still pending approval from the Culture and Tourism Ministry committee, plans to extend the Marmaris Port 300 meters towards the sea this November have already caused a public stir, reported the Doğan news agency. 

  The Marmaris Environment Advocates Association, or MEAA's, chairwoman, Filiz Ersan, asserting the port's expansion would destroy Marmaris said, If the port is expanded, Marmaris will become another Haliç (The Golden Horn)
  On the other hand, chief executive officer of Marmaris Customs Office Doğan Tugay said environmentalists are worried about nothing as many experts have already studied the case. 

  The MEAA, taking the initiative for the rescue of the environment and tourism in Marmaris, declared two weeks ago they would take counter-actions against the proposed expansion. The MEAA has already appealed to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan for the cancelation of 41 permission certificates allowing mine searches in the district and has examined claims that the company, Ant Marin, illegally filled-in the around Cennet Island and built buildings without licenses. Environmentalists have also applied to the offices of the governor and mayor for a ban on jeep safaris in the area. 

  Ersan accused the Port Authority of pursuing personal interests and jeopardizing the future of Marmaris. A 6,500 square meter platform will be added to the port as a result of expansion works. 

  
Expansion destabilizes Marmaris 

  Expansion of a port in service is not allowed anywhere in the world. Marmaris as a tourism resort is one of a kind. Marmaris looks like a small lagoon, with a bay unable to self-clean. If the port is expanded, the number of ships will increase here and they will cause pollution. Residents of the Yacht Port, which is located next to the port, will see the cold faces of metal ships instead of the natural beauties of Marmaris.  Emissions from ships will harm forests, animal species and sea life. The bay area cannot take any more ships. Sea pollution will occur; underwater flora and the ecological balance will be spoiled. This heaven on earth will resemble Haliç in Istanbul.  The expansion also means cutting income sources such as yacht tourism and the blue voyage. For all these reasons, we are against it. We want authorities not to allow Marmaris to be transformed into Haliç.

The port fails to meet demands 

  Tugay, on the other hand, rejected the damage the environmentalists predicted. He said the authorities had been trying to obtain the necessary permission for five years and many scientists had conducted research in the area. 

  Right now, we have the permissions and are waiting for the final decision of the Culture and Tourism Ministry. There are two docks at the port currently, one of which is 295 meters in length and the other is 150 meters. Like this we cannot host two big ships at the same time. So sometimes we cannot meet the demands. If the port is expanded, we will host three big ships at the most. I understand environmentalists' sensitivity but there is nothing to worry about. If the port is expanded, none of the scenarios they have claimed will take place here. We were granted permission after long years of examinations and diligent studies. They shouldn't worry. We won't do anything to harm Marmaris.

  Tugay added that the Port Authority may cancel the expansion project due to the global economic crisis. We estimate the project will cost about $10 million. However, we are having second thoughts on whether or not to make such a big investment in this financial environment. We will re-evaluate the situation at a board meeting.

Alarm bells at Bafa Lake
The situation at Bafa Lake has become dire, according to one local authority.

  The Public Waterworks Administration 21st District deputy manager Mehmet Kurugöllü said: "There's no water entrering or exiting Bafa Lake except the rain. The water level in Bafa Lake has decreased to plus 1.55 meters."

  Kurugöllü said the biggest problem at Bafa Lake, which is between the borders of Aydın and Muğla, is the olive oil factories discharging their waste water into the lake, reported Anatolian news agency. "There are also fishing companies around the lake. The waste water of these establishments is also being dumped into the lake. This pollution is the main problem of the lake."

  Pointing out that the inspection of the factories' waste water belonged to the Environmental Office, Kurugöllü said: "We gather samples from the waste water of the factories when we hear a complaint. We confirm the pollution in the water at our laboratory in Aydın and we warn the Environmental Office that the pollution rate is above the limit.' The responsibility to and fine belongs to the office.

  Recalling that the Public Waterworks Administration has identified 61 water pollutants and quality determinations at Büyük Menderes since 1985, Kurugöllü said: "We evaluate Bafa Lake as well. After the increasing pollution of the lake, a project was set to prevent pollution. As a part of the project an inflatable weir was built in Aydın's Söke district. This weir provides water to Bafa Lake when it's water level has decreased or the pollution has increased." 

  Water level decreased 

  Kurugöllü said the Public Waterworks Administration used to order scientists to make various reports.

  "As a result of these reports, we discovered that the water level of the lake had to be held in a plus two meters in order to protect and conserve the ecological balance in the lake,� he said.

  We created projects for the assurance of the water level. We provide water to the lake from the weir when the water level decreases. Ten days ago the water level decreased to plus 1.60 due to two years of draught and the lack of water in the Büyük Menderes river. The lake cannot take water or give it away. There's no water entering or exiting Bafa Lake except the rain. As of yesterday, the water level was just 1.55."











