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Government jumps gold claims 

A recent decision by the Turkish cabinet to nationalize 35 parcels of land in Efemçukuru village in İzmir's Menderes district has caused protests among environmentalists. After nationalization the Government plans to hand the land over to TÜPRAG Mining Company, owned by Canadian mining company Eldorado Gold Corporation.   The cabinet's decision requires that the land in question will be urgently nationalized by the Energy and Natural Resources Ministry to serve for TÜPRAG Metal Madencilik production activities. The decision was taken on Dec. 10, under Article 27 of the Nationalization Law, which is intended for national emergencies. 
Aegean Environmental and Cultural Platform (EGEÇEP) spokesman Arif Ali Cangı said that the decision completely ignored the potable water needs of İzmir residents, as the gold mine would be located in the Tahtalı Dam protection zone and on the river that was feeding the Çamlı Dam – İzmir's main sources of water. 

A place for our plants / Wanted: a national home for plants 

The Herbarium at Ankara University hosts around 8,000 identified plant species among which many were collected in the late 1800s. The collections are a valuable resource for researchers, yet many more plant species remain dispersed through the country and thousands more are newly discovered every year. Experts argue that Turkey's rich flora and fauna demand a more comprehensive solution.
The museum also features 50,000 substitute samples of the identified plant species. Among them are those that were collected in the second half of the 1800s. The ‘Orobanche', a plant that was included in the Ottoman Palace Botany Garden in 1849 and then brought to the herbarium in 1933, is considered to be the oldest plant in the museum.   

   

Pop singer Tarkan goes green with new contract  

Pop singer Tarkan, who released his latest album "Metamorfoz" (Metamorphosis) in late 2007, has signed a partnership contract with the Doğa (Nature) Foundation, a Turkish NGO for nature conservation.  

 Tarkan will be working as a volunteer at the various activities of the foundation as well as being its "famous face." The program of activities Tarkan will be joining throughout 2008 is expected to be announced later this month.
7.2 % raise in environment pollution penalties

From January, 1st 2008 the money penalties for pollution are increased 7.2% to an extent of 2 million 311 thousand 616 TRY. According to this new implementation, the fine for polluting in public places is 114 TRY, illegal export, transfer or entry of hazardous waste to the country will be fined 2 million 311 thousand 616 TRY
A new partnership for environment

Süleyman Özen, a businessman from Izmir, becomes partners with the Canadian firm “Ozomax” which is one of the major companies producing environmental technologies. The firm will begin manufacturing the patented products of Ozomax in 2008. Sterile decontamination of drinking water, waste water, food sector, agricultural sites and greenhouses and hospitals using the ozone technology are the areas they’re going to work on. 
Waste water treatment projects in 23 municipalities with EU funding

In the framework of the projects, 15 wastewater treatment plant and 8 drinking water supply projects will aquire technical assistance, mentioned Eroğlu, the Minister of Environment and Forestry. The cost of all these plants that are to be built according to these projects will be around 322 million euros.
Trees stopped photosynthesizing

According to the research published in the Nature magazine recently, there has been much more amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere that it can ever carry, in the last 20 years. According to the facts obtained from the researches took place at the forests in the northern hemisphere, there has been a rise in the amount of plants however the capacity of the trees to absorb CO2 has declined.

Ankara will reuse its waste water
Ankara Metropolitan Municipality, is building a new waste water treatment plant that enables the waste water to be used again. The municipality officials pointed out that this water will be used in for the irrigation of green areas in the city. The water coming from the Kızılırmak River will be treated and distributed to households and offices.
E-signed protocol from the ministers
Veysel Eroğlu, the Minster of Environment and Forestry, and Recep Akdağ,, the Minister of Health, e-signed a protocol live on TV , on the afforestation of the gardens of hospitals and clinics in relation to the “National Afforestation Campaign”.
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