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Partnership invests in wind 

Polat Energy and Demirer Energy partnership, which opened its second wind plant in the Aegean city of Manisa Friday, plans to invest 450 million euros in wind energy by 2010. 

“We are fighting for independence in energy. That independence will come true by focusing on domestic resources and energy productivity as well as reducing or even removing dependency on external markets,” said Energy Minister Hilmi Güler, speaking at the opening ceremony of the Manisa Sayalar Wind Energy Station. Turkey's wind energy map is being prepared to determine the potential to generate wind power in every city, he said. 

Turkey's installed wind capacity has reached 478 MW, Güler said, and added, “Turkey's wind potential is 48,000 MW. It may not be possible to install this altogether, however it is possible to install minimum 15,000. This necessitates an investment of $15-20 billion.” 

  Geothermal and solar energy constitute the next steps after wind, said Güler. “We have also prepared the map of solar energy. Turkey's potential is 380 billion kWh. The electricity we produced last year was 190 billion kWh, half of the solar potential. Solar energy prices are decreasing while oil prices are increasing. They will meet at a point.” 

  Addressing Adnan Polat, chairman of the board of directors at Polat Holding, Güler said that wind plants serve as green areas. “You are planting two million trees with this plant,” he said. 

  The Sayalar plant, with an installed capacity of 34.2 MW, cost 40 million euros and will generate 116 million kWh of electricity annually. It is one of Turkey's first three wind plants that managed to obtain "VER Gold Standard" certificate within the framework of contribution into reduction of greenhouse gas emission. 

  Increase in capacity: 

  The Sayalar plant will meet the electricity demand of 153,000 people annually, said Hasan Köktaş, chairman of the Energy Market Regulatory Agency, or EPDK. Five years ago, total installed capacity of the four wind power plants operating in the country was 20 MW, said Köktaş. With 11 new plants that started operating within the last two years, that capacity rose approximately by 17 times to 333 MW, he added.  “With the completion of two facilities, with an installed capacity of 142 MW in a few months, our country's total installed wind capacity will reach 475 MW. Economic value of these plant investments total YTL 500 million. We granted licenses for 97 wind projects of 3,060 MW to date and have decided to approve additional 19 projects of 1,022 MW.”

Europe's largest: 

  Sayalar is Polat-Demirer partnership's second plant, said Polat, also providing information on their plan to launch five more plants by 2010. “This plant prevents the release of 66,000 tons of carbon dioxide per year. Such plants will contribute to a clean world,” added Erol Demirer, vice president of Demirer Energy.Polat-Demirer partnership, which operates the Burgaz and Sayalar plants to date, will have invested a total of 450 million euros by opening Soma, Kozbeyli, Samurlu, Seyitali and Poyraz wind plants by 2010. 
The global food scarcity and Turkey 

The scarcity of main commodities such as wheat, rice, corn, and leguminous seeds, which are not sufficient for the increasing world population, increased unexpectedly by 185 percent in the last three years.  However, the prices of these commodities followed a stable path in the last 20 years.  Increasing prices made the conditions of starvation worse, which are tried to be passed by rescuing the day by the people of Africa, Asia, Middle East countries.  Today, in our world, 850 million people are undernourished.  

  Unequal distribution of the world wealth became even worse in the last years.  It is said that the amount which equals the revenue of 40 percent of the world population is under the control of 200 families.  New imperialism called globalization started to squeeze people like a lemon.  Because of that people are forced to increase consumption, especially consumption of luxury commodities is encouraged.  While middle class is increasing its consumption, especially of food, poor class has become incapable of dealing with increasing prices.  

Ekopark, a garden of endangered species 

Tekirova, a neighborhood in Turkey's Mediterranean resort town of Antalya, is home to an ecological park where specimens of dozens of thousands of species that are on the verge of extinction both in Turkey and in the world are protected. 

  Selami Tomruk, a specialist on reptiles whose studies on those cold-blooded animals received international acclaim, pioneered the opening of a unique type of zoo 13 years ago, where specimens of thousands of species that are on the verge of extinction are protected. 

  Called the “Ekopark,” the zoo in the Tekirova neighborhood of Turkey's favorite Mediterranean resort town, Antalya, attracts thousands of local and foreign tourists each year and is one of the region's most popular spots.

 G8 frustrates green groups

Under pressure to boost talks on a new global warming pact, Group of Eight environment ministers yesterday endorsed slashing greenhouse gas emissions in half by mid-century, but failed to agree on much more contentious near-term targets. 

The three-day meeting in Kobe was dominated by calls from the UN, European countries and developing nations to move forward on setting midterm targets for cutting emissions by 2020, which scientists say are needed to avoid the worst effects of global warming. 

Ministers from the United States, Japan, Germany, France, Britain, Canada, Italy and Russia, however, only mentioned the need to eventually set such targets in a carefully worded statement, frustrating environmentalists and some European ministers. 

"From a scientific point of view, we need a clear reduction target, because the next 20 years are very vital, very important for climate change and the decisions we make in this process," said Matthias Machnig, Germany's state minister for environment. 

The Kobe meeting was meant to set the stage for the G8 summit in Toyako, Japan, in July. Tokyo has put climate change at the center of the agenda, and many are hoping for a strong signal from the summit to push forward wider international talks on global warming. 

Ministers welcomed the agreement, which cited "strong political will" for an agreement at the summit to cut emissions by 50 percent by 2050. The statement also cited the need for global gas emissions to peak within the next 10 to 20 years, and it called on developing countries with rapidly expanding greenhouse gas emissions to work to curb the rate of increase. 

"As we head toward the Toyako summit, I believe this meeting has provided momentum," said Japanese Environment Minister Ichiro Kamoshita. 

The ministers also nodded to developing nations' demands for help in financing and technology transfer to become more energy efficient, grow their economies more cleanly, and adapt to changes wrought by warming, such as rising sea levels. 

The UN launched negotiations late last year on a new climate change pact to take over when the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol expires at the end of 2012. Negotiators face a deadline of December 2009, when some 190 nations will meet in Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Deep divisions, however, have plagued the talks. 

European nations support a UN scientific finding that emissions cuts of between 25 percent to 40 percent by 2020 are needed to stop global temperatures from rising so high they trigger widespread environmental damage. The United States, however, considers such cuts beyond reach, while Japan says it's premature to specify midterm target. Developing nations are clamoring for commitments by rich countries before they discuss what poorer countries should do. 

Environmentalists were disappointed with the agreement. 

"Kobe gave ministers the opportunity to accelerate the slow progress of G8 climate negotiations, but they failed to send a signal of hope for a breakthrough in Hokkaido in July", said Naoyuki Yamagishi, Head of the Climate Change Programme at WWF Japan, in a statement. 

UN climate chief Yvo de Boer said strong national commitments to cut gases by industrialized countries were needed to encourage rapidly developing nations such as China and India to curb their own emissions. "While I think a long-term goal is good, I hope that agreeing to one doesn't consume too much time and detract from what I think should be the primary focus, namely providing clarity on where rich nations intend to be in 2020," he said. 

TSKB, Turkey's First Bank With Environment Certificate, Launches Project To Increase Social Environmental Awareness: "Environment: Our Priority" 

The project called "Environment: Our Priority" aims at increasing the social environmental awarenesss, and comprises some complementary activities. Under the scope of the project, first the Environment Ambassadors who will support the project were determined. Then, cevreciyiz.com , an environment portal with a rich content, was created. Within the context of the project, a day in nature will be organized in summer and a conference called "Environment: Our Priority" will be realized in autumn.

Environment Ambassadors
Under the scope of the "Environment: Our Priority" project, first a group named "Environment Ambassadors" was formed to communicate the project to the widest possible audience, and to enable the project to be brought into the public agenda frequently and continuously. The group comprises many renowned and pioneering names from various disciplines such as art, science, media and business world across Turkey. The "Environment Ambassadors" include the following names: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Demir, Prof. Dr. Ali Rana Atılgan, Atilla Uras, Ayhan Atakol, Bünyamin Sürmeli, Yrd. Doç. Dr. Can Bizsel, Cem Orkun Kıraç, Ediz Hun, Doç Dr. Erdem Görgün, Galip Tuna Eroğlu, Dr. Harun Güçlüsoy, Jale Yılmabaşar, Kerem Okumuş, Levent Ballar, Melih Aşık, Meral Tamer, Dr. Metin Sözen, Mikdat Kadıoğlu, Muhittin Sirer, Müjde Ar, Orhan Bursalı, Doç. Dr. Orhan Gökay, Prof. Dr. Orhan Yenigün, Osman Arolat, Özcan Yüksek, Rauf Ateş, Sedat Ergin, Dr. Sibel Sezer Eralp, Suade Arançlı, Tülay Zihli, Yalçın Savuran, Yeşim Beyla and Zafer Kızılkaya. 
Non-Governmental Organizations 
The "Environment: Our Priority" project is supported by many non-governmental organizations and societies such as TURMEPA (Turkish Marine Environment Protection Association), TEMA (The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats), REC (Regional Environmental Center), ÇEKÜL (The Foundation for the Promotion and Protection of the Environment and Cultural Heritage), WWF-Turkey (World Wildlife Fund) and ÇEVKO (Environmental Protection and Packaging Waste Revovery and Recycling Trust). 

UK report warns against pause in Turkey-EU talks 

A U.K. committee report Friday cautioned against suspending Turkey's talks with the European Union, despite acknowledging that the current crisis sparked by the ongoing case questioning the legitimacy of the Turkish ruling party may have extremely serious consequences. 

     The report “Keeping the door wide open: Turkey and EU accession” released Friday by the members of the U.K. Business and Enterprise Committee following a fact-finding trip to Turkey in March, called for EU talks with Ankara to continue in good faith, while expressing concerns that negative signals recently sent out by some EU member states would reduce the political will to negotiate. “This would be a political disaster. Whatever its domestic challenges, Turkey has been pursuing reform. The current crisis, in which its Constitutional Court is considering the legitimacy of the ruling party, is at least taking place within the framework of law, although we recognize it may have extremely serious consequences,” said the 61-page report. 

  The legal proceedings launched to disband the ruling Justice and Development Party, or AKP, drew criticism from EU officials who considered the move undemocratic and implied Ankara's accession talks with the bloc may be harmed if the party democratically elected as a result of the elections were shut down. 

  But the U.K. report said suspending or frustrating the accession negotiations would signal to a moderate, democratic, secular state that it can never be part of Europe.  

  “Whatever the reasons given for any suspension, the belief in Turkey would be likely to be that the country could not join purely because the majority of its population is Muslim. That is not a signal we should be giving,” it emphasized. “The EU can afford neither the political nor the economic consequences of a decision by Turkey, however reluctant, to turn its back on Europe.” 

  The chairman of the committee, MP Peter Luff, said, “This report is not about whether EU accession for Turkey is possible tomorrow, but about whether accession is possible in future. We believe it should be.”      

  “Of course there are problems,” he added. “The Constitutional Court is currently considering whether the ruling party should be closed down. Migration will obviously be an accession issue. Nonetheless, when we visited Turkey we were convinced of the country's commitment to accession, and to the reforms necessary to achieve it.” 

  Six members of the U.K. committee representing each political party in the House of Commons were in Istanbul and Ankara in March for talks with Turkish officials to take a closer look at Ankara's accession course. 

  “The greatest danger we see is that Turkey may come to believe that the negotiations are not being conducted in good faith, and that accession will never be possible. We believe this would be a great loss to both sides. It must be made clear that, as long as Turkey meets the requirements of the acquis communautaire, the door to EU membership remains wide open,” said Luff.  

  The committee report noted that Turkey's accession process has moved far slower than Croatia's, which opened at the same time, and said that was in part due to the need to reach agreement over Cyprus. Nevertheless, it pointed out, “the earliest accession can take place is 2014.” “Given time these problems can and should be dealt with, but both sides must demonstrate that the will is there.” 

  The United Kingdom is one of the strong advocates of full Turkish membership in the EU. The report underlined that Turkey should not be asked to accept some form of “privileged partnership,” something that falls short of full membership. “Existing member states should continue the talks on the same basis as they began. To do otherwise is unacceptable,” it said.    

New Iranian gas pipeline for Turkey 
The Iran National Gas Company's President of Petroleum Gulam Hüseyin Nozeri announced yesterday that discussions have been held between Iran and Turkey regarding the construction of a new natural gas pipeline. The new line will continue from the South Pars oil fields to the border town of Bazargan. He also announced that meetings to increase Iranian gas exports to Turkey during the winter have also been held.











