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Turkey among the cheapest for energy prices in industry

Turkey ranks 10th for cheapest household energy and fourth among OECD nations, according to an energy price index released last month. Due to recent price increases in electricity last year, Turkey dropped two places from the International Energy Agency, or IEA, 2007 rankings. The IEA report included a meticulous inquiry into energy prices among OECD countries. Real energy prices, including both electric and natural gas were calculated by multiplying nominal prices, based on the index of producer prices by that of consumer prices for households. While Turkey was the most expensive energy user in 2002, with an index value of 116.1 over the last five years, due to a lack of price increases in 2004, it became the 19th cheapest country, with a value of 102.9. After placing 18th in 2005 and 14th in 2006, Turkey increased its rank to eighth last year. Turkey, whose index value rose to the level of 112.2 this year, became the 10th cheapest country due to recent increases in electric prices in 2008. Considering that the OECD European index value has been set at 117.2 and the total OECD as 130.8, Turkey surpassed both these averages in the second quarter of 2008. 

Fourth place in industrial ranking 

  According to real energy prices, the industry index, which was 112 in 2002, receded to 96.2 in 2004, making Turkey the third cheapest country. Having maintained its position in 2005 with an index value of 104.8, Turkey rose to second with an index level of 106, and preserved its rank in 2007 as well. With an index score of 110.7, according to the second quarter of 2008, Turkey has become the fourth cheapest country for energy. In 2008, Holland, Luxembourg, and Denmark ranked ahead of Turkey in that order. In terms of the real energy index, Spain, Czech Republic, Mexico, Greece, Korea, Ireland, Italy, France and Denmark placed ahead of Turkey. 
Turkey promises action to meet EU energy efficiency standards 

 The government has placed energy efficiency on its legislative agenda as part of Turkey's drive to integrate into the European Union, or EU. A new project seeks to provide efficient use of energy, especially in heating insulation and prevent the inefficient use in white goods and other electric-powered household appliances. Following a rescheduling, with a target date of 2013, the government is expected to officially introduce the National Programme Draft of 2008 this month, which outlines Turkey's roadmap to achieving EU membership. Among other things, this draft notes that a significant lack of investing took place beginning in the 2001 transition to a more open energy sector, and medium term reduced supplies of electricity areanticipated. Authorities note that energy measures required as part of the EU accession process seeks to prevent supply shortfalls in electricity in the medium term, while maintaining adequate energy supplies in the long term. 

  Energy efficiency investments receive support 

  The government will carry out plans to increase energy efficiency in the third quarter of 2008 when refrigerators will have to be certified with an A-plus label, an indicator of efficient electricity use jointly accepted by EU member countries.Through the issuing of regulations on the use of energy equipment and support to Small and Medium Size Enterprise, or KOBI, the government seeks to halt the inefficient use of home appliances and other products. Also, businesses will be required to adhere to minimum efficiency standards when using equipment such as furnaces and gas operated burners. Home appliances, air conditioners and electrical motors will also be required to meet new standards. Also, businesses that invest in energy efficient manufacturing equipment will receive tax and other financial incentives. 

  Energy use under government control 

  Further, the government will issue regulations in 2009 regarding the energy performance of buildings to ensure increased energy efficiencies and to classify buildings according to energy consumption levels. The Education Ministry will also take place in the project by establishing an energy management system at schools and assigning an energy manager. Units will be formed to prepare, execute and evaluate energy performance regulations, to develop computer software, and to supervise and improve databases. The project also includes the establishment of a laboratory to conduct research, development and educational activities focusing on energy performance in these buildings. Turkey does not currently have any support policies for the use of agricultural products in biofuels. However, it will begin promoting biodiesel produced from local agricultural products beginning in 2011, in accordance with the EU accession process. Regulatory studies needed to allow compliance with EU energy standards, and the establishment of laboratories and similar work, is expected to cost €77 million. The EU will fund €19,1 million of the total cost of these studies.   

  Oil stock agency established 

  According to EU requirements, each country has to maintain a minimum national oil reserve to meet their nation's needs for 90 days. Although Turkey has previously enacted legislation requiring such reserves, neither the state nor private sector can currently stockpile the required amount of oil due to deficiencies in the country's oil infrastructures.The government has said it seeks to complete, as a first step, new facilities, data processing works and the establishment of the National Oil Stock Agency by the end of 2009. A budget of six million euros will be allocated for this first step. Conditions for private sector imports and free market retailing of natural gas will be determined and measurements for determining possible natural gas crises will also be created. A law on nuclear energy will also be passed to come into compliance with the EU's Convention on Nuclear Safety.  Turkey's Nuclear Arrangement Committee, or TNDK, is to be established to organize activities for the peaceful use of nuclear energy and ionizing radiation.

Istanbul curious about sea taxis 

Istanbul residents are curious about “sea taxis,” a novel form of transportation brought into service at the beginning of this month in hopes of alleviating slightly the busy metropolis' notorious traffic  

  More than 7,000 people rang the sea taxi call center within 10 days of its opening, although a great majority of the calls were from those wanting more information, the Anatolia news agency reported. Around 6,000 callers asked for information about the new service that links both sides of the Bosporus, while 1,500 people ordered a cab.  

  “This is a pretty comfortable, clean and civilized way of transportation,” said passenger Gönül Kaya, taking a sea taxi for the first time. “I recommend it to everyone, to get rid of the chaos of Istanbul traffic and have a high-quality journey,” she said. Sea taxis not only serve those going to work, but also tourists who want to see Istanbul from the sea. Domenico Macri, an Italian visiting Istanbul, said the sea taxi is a highly comfortable vehicle, adding that he preferred it as a way to see Istanbul from on the water. 
Consumers furious at Gökçek 

The Consumers' Society Federation, or TÜDEF, has urged the mayor of Ankara, Melih Gökçek, to stop directing water of Kızılırmak towards the capital for use as tap water. TÜDEF asked the government to take immediate action to build an advanced water treatment plant for the water resource. 

  Speaking at a press conference yesterday, Chairman of TÜDEF Ali Çetin blamed Gökçek for underestimating the need to invest in new water treatment projects. 

  “A serious scarcity of water is dominant in our country," Çetin said. "There is neither an urban nor a national water treatment policy. Gökçek is in a dangerous state of ideological obsession that cannot be controlled. He should resign immediately and a criminal proceeding must be applied." 

  Çetin also argued that Gökçek should have invested a sum of $238 million in the first stage of the Gerede water project that will provide Ankara with purified water but instead committed an institutional crime by spending $350 million on transportation infrastructure.
'Unidentified material merely underwater plants'

Strange material is surfacing from Büyükçekmece Lake, a major drinking water source for Istanbul, and there are underwater plants living in the lake, the Istanbul Municipality Waterworks, or İSKİ, announced in a written statement yesterday. The rainfall regime in recent years has drawn attention to the inadequacy of drinking water supplies, according to the statement, which stressed that even natural events are perceived to be extraordinary. 

  “The unidentified material that surfaced on the lake 15 days ago are underwater plants. Due to the drop in water levels last year, the surface of the lake was exposed to sunlight more than ever, causing underwater plants to grow to unusual sizes. Since the water level also dropped in 2008, these organisms appeared on the surface,” said İSKİ's statement. “Quality analysis on unprocessed and processed samples revealed no problems with the quality of the water.”
Antalya fire takes away YTL 5.4 mln
The forest fire that ravaged the Manvgat and Serik districts of Antalya last week caused damage worth YTL 5.4 million in cultivated areas, according to the Mediterranean province's governor. “According to the final assessment of the damage, 77 houses and 88 barns were totally burned down and a school and a mosque were severely damaged,” Alaaddin Yüksel said in a written statement. In addition, he said 50 farm animals and 106 beehives were killed or destroyed. 

  The fire erupted July 31 in the forestland between Antalya's Manavgat and Serik districts and destroyed mores than 4,000 hectares of forestland before being brought under control five days later.  Two people were killed in the wildfires and six villages were evacuated. 

  Yüksel said the cost of the damage came from the fact that 665 villagers lost their homes, barns, animals and crops in the fire. “Those who lost their homes will be paid YTL 2,000 each, and those who lost their barns will get an additional YTL 1,000,” he said. In addition, 50 farm animals, 1,333 tons of wheat, 40 tons of oat and barley, 232 tons of feed and 127,000 seedlings of fruit and olive trees have been given to farmers in the fire zone. 

  The governor added that plans had been drawn up to re-build permanent houses for those who lost their homes in the fire. The tendering process on the construction of the houses will be held until the end of the year and the new owners will pay the price of the house over a period of 20 years without interest, Yüksel said. 

Denmark eyes energy sector in Turkey
Denmark can provide a good example for Turkey in how to deal with its growing energy demands, according to a Danish official in Turkey. 

  Denmark was a net importer of energy 25 years ago, whereas today it is net exporter. Despite economic growth in Denmark, energy consumption is not on the rise, in contrast to Turkey, where huge economic growth is accompanied with an equal growth in energy consumption. 

  Turkey is looking for alternative energy sources to meet its increasing energy demand, thus there is great potential for cooperation between Turkey and Denmark, said Keld Mosgaard Christensen, the Danish consul general in Istanbul, in an interview last week with the Turkish Daily News. 

  Shocked by the oil crisis of the 1970s, Denmark made a strategic decision to decrease its dependence on foreign energy resources and excelled in generating energy from waste as well as using wind as an energy resource. “The Turkish energy situation resembles the Danish energy situation 20 years ago,” said Christensen. 

  Energy efficiency is another area where the Danish experience can offer assistance, and Danish firms are also able to offer energy efficient materials. There has been a considerable change in the mentality among Turkish business circles, which are increasingly looking for energy efficient materials despite their relatively high cost. 

  The Turkish energy market is booming and Danish firms are increasingly aware of this fact, according to Christensen. The interest of the firms has lately been concentrated on the wind energy sector.  Turkey has enormous wind potential and within a matter of years this will develop into a very significant market. With a 23 percent market share in 2007, the Danish firm Vestas, which claims to be the world leader in modern energy, opened an office last year in Istanbul. Numerous Danish firms come to Turkey on fact finding missions, with the aim of trying to seize investment opportunities. 

  Although there is room for improvement, the Turkish government's enactment of new laws and regulations have created a more investment friendly environment, according to Danish officials.
İzmir queues for arsenic-free water
The high level of arsenic in the tap water in İzmir's Karşıyaka and Bornova districts is forcing locals to look elsewhere to fill their water needs. They rush to spring water stations owned by the municipality's concrete and asphalt company, İzbeton, and wait in long queues. 

  Temperature levels have risen in İzmir while rainfall has decreased considerably, causing a water shortage in the city. To make matters worse, the arsenic concentration in the city's water sources has increased drastically, exceeding legal limits. Hesitant to use tap water for drinking and cooking, locals have sought solutions in water filling stations operated by the municipality. 

  Having inspected the water stations, the Health Ministry said the water sold in the filling stations does not contain arsenic, to the relief of residents. There are five water stations in Bornova and three stations in Karşıyaka, and both are flooded with local people, as the queue in front of them becomes longer and longer. People wait to fill their bottles and gallons, but the water in the wells sometimes becomes depleted because the demand is so high. People, tired of waiting for long hours to buy water, argue with each other, and some of them have even fainted.
  The sun is sweltering in the afternoons, and people suffer as they are stuck in the long queues lined up in front of the water stations, where water is sold for Ykr 50 per liter. They are allowed to buy a maximum of 40 liters of water. Authorities have pointed out that there has been an increase on sales at stations of 600 tons of water a day. 

  Sehriban Özyurtlu, a retired teacher standing in the queue, mentioned that they spend days waiting due to arsenic anxiety. "In this technological age, the queue is quite a tragedy.” she said. " We buy water from here for it's being both cheap and clean. Spring water are priced at YTL 4.5 to 5.5 on the market, but it is brought to stations through water pipes from Yamanlar Mountain and a 20-liter gallon can be filled up just for YTL 1,” said another citizen in line, Ürgün Tekdemir.

Feasibility work kicks off for high tech valley
 Turkey has taken the first step toward becoming a European Union informatics base with work starting on a feasibility study for the informatics valley project. The State Planning Organization allocated YTL 450,000 to the Industry and Trade Ministry to complete the study. 

  The informatics valley, also known as the Turkish Silicone Valley, is planned to be constructed in Istanbul between Taksim and Maslak districts. The mega-complex will prioritize the telecommunication, biotechnology, nanotechnology and neurotechnology sectors. In the future, the valley will play an important role to improve the software and service sectors that lag behind the hardware sector. 

  The Housing Development Administration of Turkey, or TOKİ, will be in charge of land allocation. An operating company will manage the valley for 30 years, with an allowance from public institutions like the National Estate.  The informatics valley will sit on 50,000 square meters. However, as demand increases, the valley can expand to 500,000 square meters. Public finances, rental revenues and World Bank credits are among the finance options for the valley. 

The projection estimated for the following years 

  The estimations show that in 2008, the market for the information sector will be worth $5.8 billion. The hardware sector's share will be $4.5 billion, the software sector with $548 million and the service sector with $768 million. 

  In 2009, it is estimated the hardware sector will grow to $5.2 billion, software to $609 million and the service sector to $865 million. In 2009, the informatics sector is estimated to have a total value of $6.7 billion. Market share for 2012 is going to be at least $12 billion, the experts claimed.
Kaş fighting to protect the sea

Scuba divers in the Mediterranean resort town Kaş are anxious about the future of the sea and have called on authorities to preserve the underwater natural and historical treasures by establishing effective coordination between divers and the tourism industry. 

  Kaş, near Antalya, is called by some the diving capital of Turkey. It is acknowledged to be among the first 50 most important scuba- diving spots of the world by many leading underwater magazines. Reefs, caves, tunnels and canyons that are ornamented with rich flora and fauna, as well as ancient and modern wrecks and remains of ancient civilizations await divers, meanwhile patiently and quietly serving as nests for endangered species of fish. Lucky divers may also be able to see protected wildlife like Caretta carettas or the Mediterranean seal (monakus-monakus). 

  “The diving adventure of Kaş began in the mid 1980s,” said Uğur Eroğlu, a senior diving instructor of 21 years. “I have discovered and named approximately 50 diving sites around Kaş,” he said, adding,“ Scuba diving is not only a sportive activity here. We blend it with art.” 

  Eroğlu said that several artistic underwater exhibitions have been held, including Artventura in 2003 and We Fired the Sea in 2004, displaying ceramic handicraft items by various artists. 

  “The peak of my happiness was the time when I discovered the plane wreck from World War II only a few miles away from Kaş,” he said. 











