[image: image1.png]






                                                                                                                                                                                 


DELTA EKO HAVACILIK SAVUNMA

VE UZAY TEKNOLOJİLERİ

SANAYİ TİCARET A.Ş

Cinnah Cad. 106/6-8, Çankaya, 06550  ANKARA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Tel: 0312-440 7940 Fax: 0312-440 1011                                                                


E-Posta: info@deltatrade.com

04.09.07-11.09.07
Water resources threatened by population increase and inefficient use;

It is not global warming but population increase and inefficient use of water that threaten Turkey’s water resources, a report by the economy bureaucrats has revealed

Turkey will experience water shortages not because of global warming, but because of population increases in the short run, according to a recent water report prepared by economists and undersecretaries at a summit last week. The summit was dedicated to tackling the water resource and shortage problems of Turkey.  

Water per capita will drop from 1,735 cubic meters to 1,000 cubic meters by 2030 as Turkey's population is expected to reach 100 million. Countries with the per capita water ranging between 1,000 and 2,000 cubic meters are defined as water problem countries. Water resources are not used efficiently in Turkey. Currently 64 percent of consumable water in Turkey is not used. Water management and water legislation should be centralized, suggested the report

Where does all the water go? 

Some 70 percent of the world's usable water is consumed by the agricultural sector, 22 percent by the industrial sector, while 8 percent is used to drink and for general other purposes. In Turkey 74 percent of all fresh and clean water is consumed in the agricultural sector, 11 percent in the industrial sector and 15 percent is used for drinking and other purposes.  

The total amount of usable water in Turkey is 112 cubic kilometers. While 36 percent of this water used in different capacities, the remaining 64 percent cannot be utilized.  Moreover, a substantial proportion of the used water is consumed through irrigation activities. The share of irrigation water consumption is 40 percent in developed countries, 50 percent in developing countries and 85 percent in under-developed countries. Turkey uses 74 percent of its water for irrigation. This rate is expected to increase more with the completion of irrigation projects.  

Dying fish transported by buckets

Ordu Municipality first tries to pump water into a drying river to save the fish. It then transports them to the sea in buckets

Failed efforts to save fish in the drying Civil River have forced Ordu municipality to transport the surviving ones by bucket to where the river flows into the Black Sea. The municipality, seeing that the river was slowly drying up, tried to prevent a repeat of mass fish deaths by first trying to infuse life into the river by pouring water into it. A few ponds formed in the riverbed where the remaining fish were trying to survive. 

  With no rain for three months, the 20-kilometer long river that flows into the Black Sea dried up. The municipality poured 500 tons of water in 20 days into the river with fire trucks to save the fish. The municipality still failed to save the river. 

  Levent Sağlam, Ordu Municipality Sanitation Department deputy director, told the Doğan news agency that the river had dried up due to climate change. Sağlam said the river had never been in such a state before.  “I hope the same thing doesn't happen next year,” he said. “On the plus side, this showed us and the public how important it is to fight climate change.”

Bafa Lake drying up

The recent drought has caused salt and algae to imperil Bafa Lake, an important habitat for waterfowl. The water level of the lake, which is a national park and natural protection area, has decreased. Algae has taken over the lake, covering the surface and killing carp and grey mullet fish. Reeds, a breeding ground for flamingos, dwarf cormorants and sea eagles, have dried up. 

  The lake's water level  has been decreasing for the last 10 years, said Bahattin Sürücü, Kuşadası's environmental association president. He added that the water supply of the lake cannot be met as Büyük Menderes also lacks water. 

“The evaporation increases the salt rate and thus the algae rise to the surface,” Sürücü said. “Surrounding the reeds, it ruins the breeding ground of waterfowls. This is a serious threat.  The ecological balance of the lake has been totally corrupted."Sürücü also said there is terrible pollution and a bad smell in the lake; he blamed the fish-fry production center in the Dalyan district. “They are leaving their waste to the lake and the environs," he said. "The research that we carried out with the scientists from Süleyman Demirel University revealed that the lake is in a dreadful state. The lake that fed five villages now cannot feed five fishermen.”
BSEC to host environmental protection symposium 

Two-day symposium “Environmental Protection for Economic Growth: Best Practices Exchange” will be held on Sept. 12 and 13 under the auspices of the Organization for Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and the United States State Department in Istanbul's İstiniye. Participants in the symposium will be government, business and civil society leaders from BSEC member states, i.e. from Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine. The symposium will be held at the BSEC's headquarters in Istinye. 

  Discussions at the meeting will center on how environmental protection can increase economic development and greater cooperation in the Black Sea area that has a population of 350 million.
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